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H 4894. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2594

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By House Committee on State CGovernnent Operations & Accountability
(originally sponsored by Representatives Hasegawa, MCoy, Santos,
Pettigrew, Kenney, Hudgins, Upthegrove, Hunt, O Brien, Haigh, Kag
and Di ckerson)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to bilingual voting assistance; creating new
sections; and providing expiration dates.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The purpose of this act is to create a task
force to effectuate the legislature's intent to enact section 203 of
the voting rights act.

This section expires January 31, 2007.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) Ajoint select legislative task force on
i ncreasing voter participation for single-language mnority groups is
established, with nenbers as provided in this subsection.

(a) The president of the senate shall appoint one nenber from each
of the two | argest caucuses of the senate.

(b) The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint one
menber from each of the two Ilargest caucuses of the house of
representatives.

(c) The president of the senate and the speaker of the house of
representatives jointly shall appoint nenbers from each of the
fol |l om ng groups:
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(i) Two nmenbers representing county auditors or election directors
in counties that are required to provide election materials in a
| anguage ot her than Engli sh. One of these nenbers shall be from a
county required to provide election materials in Chinese, and one shal
be froma county required to provide election materials in Spanish;

(i1) Four representatives frombilingual conmunities;

(ii1) Two representatives froman organization with expertise with
section 203 of the voting rights act;

(iv) One representative of an organi zation that has expertise in
civil liberties.

(d) The office of the secretary of state shall cooperate with the
task force and maintain a liaison representative, who shall be a
nonvoting nenber. The office shall cooperate with the task force and
provide information as the cochairs may reasonably request.

(e) Appointnments under this subsection nust be made within thirty
days of the effective date of this section.

(f) The task force shall choose its cochairs from anong its
| egi sl ati ve nenbershi p.

(2) The task force shall:

(a) Make recommendations on inplenenting the requirenents of
section 203 of the voting rights act within the state;

(b) ldentify ways to increase voter participation by single-
| anguage mnority groups who do not speak or understand English
adequately enough to participate in the el ectoral process;

(c) Recomrend paraneters for providing | anguages ot her than English
on voting and election materials; and

(d) Make ot her reconmmendati ons as necessary.

(3) Staff support for the task force shall be provided by the
senate conmmttee services and the house of representatives office of
program research

(4) Legislative nenbers of the task force shall be rei nbursed for
travel expenses in accordance with RCW 44.04.120. Nonl egi sl ati ve
menbers, except those representing an enployer or organization, are
entitled to be reinbursed for travel expenses in accordance wth RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(5) The expenses of the task force shall be paid jointly by the
senate and the house of representatives. Task force expenditures are

SHB 2594 p. 2



N o 0ok W0ODN R

subject to approval by the senate facilities and operations conmttee
and the house of representatives executive rules conmttee, or their
successor conmttees.

(6) The task force shall report its findings, recomendations, and
proposed |l egislation to the appropriate commttees of the legislature
by January 2007.

(7) This section expires January 31, 2007.

~-- END ---
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